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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

 Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

 Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

 Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

 Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

 Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

 When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

 Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

 Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

 Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

 For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

 Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

 Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2021 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying,” Jeffrey Blersch 

 
Stand as you are able 

Gathering Hymn “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized,” #304 

 
 

 

Greeting 

L In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
L “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.” 
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
L Most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for 

us. For his sake have mercy on us,  forgive our sins; and by your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true 
obedience to your Word, so that by your grace we may come to 
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everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen.  
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your 
voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform 
us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Genesis 1:1-5 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29:3-11 

By the Singers 

 

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
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6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe  
 and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
 

Second Reading Acts 19:1-7 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and 
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, 
“Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise,” #310 

Stanza 2 

Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
prophet, priest, and king supreme; 
and at Cana wedding guest 
in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in pow'r divine, 
changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
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Gospel Mark 1:4-11 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 
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Hymn of the Day “Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying” 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confession of Faith 

P With the Church of every time and every place, we confess our faith. 
 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
C Amen. 

 
A I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

C Amen. 



9 

 

A I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering  ELW 307 “Light Shone in Darkness” 

 
Light shone in darkness at the world's creation, 

bathing in beauty nature's revelation. 
All that has being, cry in adoration, 

"Praise for the light. Amen!" 
 

Light shone in darkness at the new creation; 
Christ rose in glory, won for us salvation. 

Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation, 
praise for the light. Amen! 

 
Light shines in darkness till the full creation; 

Christ's body, groaning, suffers tribulation, 
longs for God's justice, global transformation, 

prays for the light. Amen! 
 

 
A Let us pray. Heavenly Father, you bless us with gifts beyond deserving. 

Accept these tokens of our thanks and use them for the saving 
purposes of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. 

C Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 
By the singers— 

 
P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
P Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever. 
C Amen. 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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You may be seated 
 

Communion 

By the singers— 

 

 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
 
A Let us pray. 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing,” #543 

 

 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude “God, Whose Almighty Word,” Healey Willan 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized,” Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund; 
Psalm tone reproduced from “Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
"Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying" Text © 1999 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House; Music © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch 
"Light Shone in Darkness" Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress 
"Go My Children with My Blessing" Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal © Oxford 
University Press 1906. All rights reserved 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
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Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Minister – Ron Coulter 
 

Acolyte – Gavin Jennings 
 

Singers – John Hayduk & Shelley Nelson-Bridger 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Terrie Leske  
 

Welcoming Team – Joyce Budaker, Alan & Colleen Parrott 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Martha Trapp 
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This Week’s Commemorations 

Jan. 13—GEORGE FOX., d. 1691, founder of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers).  
 
Jan. 15—MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., d. 1968, the great American pastor 
and civil rights leader.   
 

January 3 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139: 1-6; 13-18, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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